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LAST STAND Southern Pacific crews tear up tracks between Buttonwillow and 

McKittrick in the first phase of abandonment operations. A new device, Rail 

Ripper, used for the first time is shown ripping up rails, ties, spikes and plates. 

Another bit of Kern County’s glorious past soon will be known only in the 
history books. 
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Appointment Calendar... 


Sept. 30-Oct. 1 — Ninth Annual 
Symposium of Historical Societies 
of Northern California and South- 
ern Oregon, El Rancho Hotel, 
Sacramento. 


Oct. 1-2 Maritime Museum 
benefit excursions on San Fran- 
cisco Bay. Leave Fisherman’s 
Wharf 9 a.m., 72-hour tour, $6 
fare ($10 couples). Write: Pacific 
Coast Chapter, R&LHS, Don 
Thrall, treasurer, 610, Arlington, 
Berkeley, Calif. 


Oct. 21-22-23 — Fall open house 
of East Bay Model Engineers 
railroad layout at 4075 Halleck 
Street Oakland, Calif. Open to 
public, nominal admission charge. 


Oct. 2i — 7:30 to 10; Oct. 22 — 


2 to 10; Oct. 23 — 2 to 8. 


Oct. 28-30 — R&LHS San Sim- 
eon tour. Write Don _ Thrall 
(above). 


Nov. 6 — Central Coast Railway 
Club. Oakdale to Tuolumne with 
steam engine No. 28. CCRC, P.O. 
Box 783, San Jose, Calif. 


Nov. 11-12 — Cal Nevada Yreka 
Western trip via SP. Write Art 
Lloyd, 974 Pleasant St., Redwood 
City, Calif. 


Nov. 19-20 — CCRC and Nor 
Cal joint overnight trip to Mon- 
terey via the Del Monte. 
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WESTERN RAILROAD BRIEFS 


KON 


Rio~Grande 
ome 


The proposed 
sale of the D& 
RGW _ Silverton 
branch is off as 
the White Foun- 
dation has with- 
drawn its offer to purchase. Sil- 
verton newspapers were on an 
investigation of reports that the 
White Foundation was a substan- 
tial (20 per cent) stockholder in 
D&RGW and stood to gain a $1'% 
million tax refund on the “loss.” 


The Santa Fe has donated steam 
engine 2921 to the City of Modesto 
and it came in July 6 over the 
Modesto & Empire Traction. The 
engine had to be lowered some 
30 feet over a 500-foot temporary 
track with a 12 per cent grade. 
The movement into place in the 
park took some 13 days. 

The Carson City Chamber of 
Commerce has had trouble find- 
ing a new site for the V&T train 
(No. 27, 4-6-0, combine and ca- 
boose) and the president is quoted 
in news reports as stating ‘“‘maybe 
the best solution would be to sell 
it for scrap.” 


ee 


RAIL DISPLAY FOR OAKLAND 


The City of Oakland has set up 
a railroad equipment display in 
the city park between Alice, Har- 
rison, Sixth and Seventh Streets. 
Steam engine SP 2467, WP bag- 
gage 128, WP coach 302, and SP 
business car “‘Western” are now 
on display, and a box car and 
caboose have been promised by 
the Santa Fe. A Pullman car and 
an SP passenger station have also 
been promised for the display. A 
full time custodian is presently 
residing in the business car. 
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‘Ripper Tears Up 
West Side Tracks 


By ELSIE URNER 
Staff Correspondent 
Bakersfield Californian 

The Southern Pacific railroad 
from McKittrick to Buttonwillow 
— in service for the past 67 years 
— is the latest sacrifice to pro- 
gress. 

The line had been used approxi- 
mately four times monthly for the 
past five years. 

The company was given per- 
mission by the Interstate Com- 
merce Commission to abandon the 
line, with June 15 set as official 
quitting time for rail service. 


When the abandonment opera- 
tion is completed — possibly in 
late September — the SP will 
write finis to a colorful chapter 
in Kern County railroading his- 
tory. 

Completed on Feb. 1, 1883, by 
the Pacific Improvement Co., the 
road was constructed originally 
to haul asphalt from McKittrick. 
In its early years, it was one of 
the nation’s busiest railways, ac- 
cording to Mrs. Maude Johnson, 
McKittrick pioneer and local his- 
torian. 

The asphalt was mined from op- 





ABANDONED — The empty railroad bed of the McKittrick-Buttonwillow 


branch is shown at left of picture. 


Bundles of ties will be moved by 


Southern Pacific crews as the last phase of the abandonment operation. 
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RAIL REMOVAL — 


—_~ ad w 


A Southern Pacific crewman is shown in the rail 


removal phase of the demolition overation of the McKittrick-Buttonwillow 


railroad. 


Buttonwillow and transported by rail cars from the area. 


The rails are lifted to trucks by a magnetic hook, hauled to 


All material 


taken from the road bed is being salvaged. 


en pits by pick and shovels and 
transported in open rail cars, Mrs. 
Johnson said. In 1903 the first oil 
tanks left McKittrick by rail, fill- 
ed wih oil selling at 10 cents a 
barrel, according to her records. 

The road’s history, from early 
boom days to the one-customer 
service (Standard Oil) at time of 
abandonment presents a graphic 
contrast between an old and new 
era. 

The removal of the tracks, with 
SP trying out its newest device — 
Rail Ripper — points up this dif- 
ference even more, according to 
Darrel Tracy of Butonwillow. 
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Accompanied by his_ brother 
Cecil, July 20, Tracy watched the 
first phase of demolition of the 
track his father, the late William 
Tracy, helped build by the labor- 
ious methods of the 1883 period. 

“The Rail Ripper tore up ap- 
proximately 14 miles of track in 
four hours,” Tracy said. Using old 
time methods, it would require 
four laborers and two crane op- 
erators 28 days for this same op- 
eration, according to rail offi- 
cials. 

The device, invented by W. M. 
Jaekle, SP chief engineer, after 
15 years of research, is construct- 
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McKITTRICK’S FIRST OIL TANKERS — The first oil tanks to roll on 
the McKittrick-Buttonwillow tracks are shown leaving McKittrick in 1903. 
Hollis Youle is perched on a tanker which contained oil selling at 10 cents 


a barrel. 


The McKittrick-Butonwillow line is in the process of being 


removed, with final demolition slated to be completed by late September. 


ed of ski-like beams of steel and 
is attached to a locomotive by a 
long cable. 


“The ribbon of rails passed over 
the device and the ties were be- 
neath as the train moved at rapid 
speed,” Tracy said. Dust flew and 
the clanging noise bounced off the 
hills as rails, ties, spikes, and 
plates were torn apart, he said. 

The Rail Ripper, described by 
Tracy as “simple in construction, 
but devastating in use,” will be 
employed in the removal of 254 
miles of track at Douglas, Ariz., 
in the near future as the result 
of its successful tryout here. 

Service will continue from 
Buttonwillow to Bakersfield. 
Trucking companies, including 
the SP subsidiary, Pacific Motor 
Trucking, will serve the area. 

Crews from the California 
Highway Division under Supt. 
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Ray Middleton of Taft, have re- 
moved all signs from highways 
and crossings. 

Within a few weeks the McKit- 
trick - Buttonwillow railway will 
be known only through the pages 


of Kern County history books. 

The foregoing article and pictures 
are courtesy of the Bakersfield Cali- 
fornian and we wish to thank them 
for the loan of the printing plates. 

The McKittrick branch was the sub- 
ject of a railfan tour on February 19, 
1955, when the California-Nevada Rail- 
road Historical Society sponsored a trip 
on the mixed train headed by steam 
engine 2914, 4-8-0 


FERRY NOTE 

The former SP auto ferry 
Mateo” saw service this summer 
on the Washington State’s Seattle- 
Winslow route. Built in 1922, the 


“San 


San Mateo has not been on a 
regular run since 1958. The State 
had 22 boats in active service this 
past summer. 
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Big Red Cars Now 
Turning G-R-E-E-N 


The big red interurban cars 
that have thundered’ through 
Compton for over 50 years have 
turned green! At least one of the 
interurban cars has. Metropolitan 
Transit Authority car No. 1543 
passes through Compton daily 
showing off its new paint scheme 
of two-tone green with brilliant 
white roof. And the 1543 immedi- 
ately became popular with the 
riding public. Saturday, when a 
two-car train stopped at Compton 
with the 1543 at front, waiting 
passengers raced to get aboard 
the emblazoned MTA 
ployees, too, took to the car. They 
have already titled it the 
dragon.” 


car. em- 


“green 


MTA, in keeping with a policy 
of giving better transit service 
to areas where traffic justifies, 
chose the 1543 as a pilot car in a 
modernization program. Mechan- 
ics overhauled the _ electrical 
equipment, thus adding speed to 
the car. The entire interior was 
given a fresh paint job. Old and 
worn seats were removed and new 
leatherette-foam rubber _ seats 
were installed. Loading and un- 
loading steps and rear platforms 
were given rubber decking to el- 
iminate mishaps by standees and 
add to more silent running when 
entrance doors are open. Standes 
windows were removed allowing 
regular windows to be opened 
wider for better ventilation. 


With only negotiations. for a 
long term lease with Pacific El- 
ectric for use of the right-of-way 
to be obtained, many more “green 
dragons” may soon be seen racing 
through Compton, whisking their 
riders faster and more safely, to 
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their destinations. It’s a safe bet, 
however, when all of 
the present MTA cars have turned 


that even 


Comptonites will, 
habit, still 


“big red 


red to green, 


matter of long 


as a 

refer to them as the 
cars!” 

e Comp- 

I we exX- 


of the 


ANGELS FLIGHT 
CABLE DOOMED 


An urban renewal 
Bunker Hill in downtown Los An- 
geles includes removal of the An- 
gels Flight Railway which has 
hauled passengers up a 335-foot 
incline for 58 years between Hill 
and Olive Streets. About 5,000 
persons are carried each day on 
the cars. 


project on 


KEY UNIT TO RENO 
Key System 
unit 175 of the 
Nevada Histor- 
ical Heritage 
Assn. was mov- 
ed to Reno Aug. 
1 on the rear of a Western Pacific 
train of deadheading coaches for 
the annual Circus Special. It 
went to Portola on the special 
and then to Reno on the local 
freight. The Circus Special runs 
from Winnemucca to Reno each 
year to take children to the cir- 
cus at the University of Nevada 
stadium. 
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INTERSTATE COMMERCE 
COMMISSION ACTION 


NWP Sausalito Branch 


The ICC examin- 
er filed his recom- 
mendation August 
1 that the North- 
western Pacific 

Sausalito branch be abandoned 
between Detour and Sausalito, 
7.549 miles, due to major repair 
work needed for the Corte Madera 
tunnel. While some freight is car- 
ried on the line the cost of tunnel 
repairs do not justify continued 
operations, the report concludes. 
At the request of the Bay Area 
Rapid Transit Commission the or- 
der is conditioned on the NWP 
conveying about four miles of the 
right-of-way to the commission 
for a proposed rapid transit line. 
(This does not include the tunnel.) 
SP Arizona Line 


The ICC report approving the 
abandonment by the Southern 
Pacific of the former EP&SW 
routes between Anapra, N.M., and 
Douglas, Ariz., and Mescal and 
Benson Junction, Ariz., was held 
up for reconsideration July 22. 


WP-SP Stockton Trackage 


A non-hearing ICC decision was 
filed August 4, 1960, granting the 
Western Pacific and Southern Pa- 
cific permission to abandon cer- 
tain switching trackage in Stock- 
ton in favor of trackage rights 
over the Santa Fe. The trackage 
is on Hazelton Avenue and East 
Scotts of about 1.52 miles. The 
move was occasioned by the City 
of Stockton grade crossing elim- 
inations on Taylor Street and the 
construction of two new grade 
separations in the area. 

Santa Fe Point Isabel 

A five-year ICC delay was 
granted Santa Fe on August 12 
on the construction of its Point 
Isabel extension, 1.67 miles, in 
Richmond due to the delay in in- 
dustrial development in the area. 
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SN PROJECT IN CHICO 





NORTHERN 


Scheduled for completion in 
August by outside contractors is 
a $355,000 project in Chico by the 
Sacramento Northern pursuant to 
the new franchise for the use of 
city streets for the Chico Airport 
freight switching. New grade lines 
and elimination of unnecessary 
track in the downtown area in- 
volved removal of 3270 feet of 
surplus second track and spurs 
and the reconstruction of the re- 
maining 7780 feet of track with 
100 pound relay rail and flange- 
way liner. The SN removed the 
old track structure completely 
and provided all new ballast, ties 
and other track material. Con- 
crete was placed between the ties 
and under the rails to insure 
against structural failure during 
the life of the newly constructed 
streets. -—Ry. Age. 


HISTORICAL SOCIETIES 
BUY COACHES 


The Southern Pa- 

game cific has sold two 
Es , coaches to _ local 
F | railroad historical 
3 2 societies for use on 


LN, excursion trains. 


us = The =Pacific Coast 
Chapter, R&LHS, has purchased 
car 2170, a 69-foot ice air condi- 
tioned coach with 70 seats. The 
California-Nevada Railroad His- 
torical Society has purchased car 
1975, a 68-foot all day lunch car 
with six tables and space for 12 
coach seats, also ice air condi- 
tioned, which formerly ran on 
the Suntan. 
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SP NARROW GAUGE 


The last day 

of operation 

was April 30, 

1960. The line 

has been turn- 

ed over to L. B. 

Foster & Co. 

who are using 

the diesel and 10 flat cars to tear 

up the line. They will lay a third 

rail on the four miles of stan- 

dard gauge between Owenyo and 
Lone Pine to tear it out. 


No. 9, 4-6-0, is spotted at Laws 
along with several box cars, a 
side dump car, a stock car, and 
caboose 401. Several plans for a 
museum at Laws are under con- 
sideration. 

Box car 86 and tank car 350 
have been donated to the Rail- 
way & Locomotive Historical So- 
ciety for display at the Maritime 
Museum in San Francisco. 


STATE BELT SELLS 
TWO LOCOMOTIVES 


The San Francisco Port Auth- 
ority directors voted Sept. 1 to 
accept the bid of the Alameda Belt 


Line Railroad of $53,000 for two 
surplus diesel locomotives. En- 
gines 20 and 22 are the engines 
involved. 


ANCIENT RIGHT-OF-WAY 
TO BE USED 


The ancient right-of-way of the 


California Central Railroad 
through Roseville is being con- 
verted to road use as part of the 
extension of Folsom Road. The 
old line connecting Roseville and 
Folsom was abandoned almost 
immediately after its purchase by 
the Central Pacific in 1868. See 
issue 190. 
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DISPLAY ENGINES 
IN OREGON 


Oregon, Pacific & Eastern No. 
1, 2-6-2T, a log flat and caboose 
were moved into a city park at 
Cottage Grove, Oregon, on Sep- 
tember 2. 

Georgia Pacific No. 5, 2-8-2, 
from the Toledo operation was 
placed in the Avery Park, Cor- 
vallis, Ore., on Sept. 7. 

Georgia Pacific No. 104, 2-8-2, 
left Toledo, Oregon, on Sept. 9 
enroute to North Bend, Oregon, to 
be placed on display in that city. 

—Al Thoman 


LOCOMOTIVES & 
OF THE SD&AE 


CARS 


The Rail- 
DIS way Histori- 
ZS ‘sy cal Society 
KK XO of San Diego 
has publisn- 
ed an ofiset 
booklet on 
the locomo- 
tives of the 
San Diego & 
Arizona 
Eastern. It is an excellent job 
with many photographs and some 
fine notes on the locomotives and 
cars of the SD&AE which now is 
operated almost exclusively by 
leased SP equipment. Best of all 
the cost is just 25 cents from Eric 
Sanders, 7861 Normal Ave., La 
Mesa, California. 


SAN DIEGO 8 ARIZONA 
EASTERN RAILWAY 


94 RUNS ON THE ZEPHYR 


The Western Pacific 

steam engine No. 94, 

4-6-0, ran for perhaps 

the last time August 

22 as part of WP’s 50th anniver- 

sary of passenger service. It ran 

southbound out of Oakland to 

Niles Junction with a baggage 

car, coach and observation car 

“1903” and returned on the Cali- 

fornia Zephyr ahead of the diesel 
“helper.” 
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RAILWAY AGE 


The Southern Pacific share- 
holders will vote next May ona 
merger of the SP with the Texas 
& New Orleans, El Paso & South- 
western, and El Paso Southern 
of which the SP owns all the out- 
standing stock. The Great North- 
ern will convert 20 flat cars to 
bulkhead flats at St. Cloud, Minn., 
company shops. Slumbercoaches 
on the “North Coast Limited” are 
credited for an increase of six 
per cent in patronage of Northern 
Pacific passenger trains. 


SF MUNI SELLS WORK CARS 


The San Francis- 
co Municipal Rail- 
way sold work cars 


Cr 

“9 
0915 and 0925 for 
$600 each to a scrap 


company on July 


18. — cars were former Market 
Street Railway flat motors. The 
0915 was a double cab flat, while 
the 0925 was a center cab flat 
with an AAR standard coupler 
for moving standard railroad cars. 
The 0925 was used by the URR 
to haul cars out the Sloat Boule- 
vard line with cannons for Fort 
Funston many years ago. 


END OF MADRID LINE 


The ICC on September 9 auth- 
orized the Santa Fe to abandon 
its Cerrillos Coal Line also known 
as Waldo Track No. 2 in New 
Mexico, extending from Waldo to 
Madrid, approximately five miles. 





RAILROADIANA 
Steam — Electric 
Send For Free Catalog! 


GRAHAME HARDY 
Box 622, Carson City, Nevada 
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ICC SUSPENDS 
“OVERLAND” MERGER 


The Interstate Commerce Com- 
mission on September 12 suspend- 
ed the Southern Paciic’s announ- 
ced “consolidation” o the Over- 
land with the City o San Fran- 
cisco between Oakland and Og- 
den. The so-called “consolidated” 
train would have operated on the 
City of San Francisco schedule 
and for all intents the Overland 
schedule would have been aban- 
doned. Protests by the states of 
California and Nevada prompted 
the order for an investigation and 
hearing. 


DEL MONTE CHANGES 


As of September 25 the Del 
Monte Limited of the Southern 
Pacific will be “consolidated” 
with peninsula locals 126 and 139 
between San Francisco and San 
Jose. The new schedule leaves 
San Francisco at 4:50 p.m. with 
arrival in Monterey at 8:00 p.m. 
Northbound the train leaves Mon- 
terey at 6:45 a.m. (!) and arrives 
in San Francisco at 9:55 a.m. 

Also on September 25 the SP 
will eliminate the peninsula coach 
formerly operated on local trains 
and cut in and out of the Daylight 
at San Jose. A cross-the-platform 
connection will be substituted plus 
a Daylight stop at Palo Alto in 
both directions. 


STATE INVESTIGATION 
OF SP COACHES 


The state of California has or- 
dered an investigation of the SP 
seat program whereby 58 seats 
are being set in streamlined 
coaches formerly seating 50. Com- 
plaints were that the seats thereby 
could no longer be reclined due 
to the closer spacing. 
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SAN FRANCISCO STEAM 
DUMMY NOTES 


The roster in Issue 142 on the 
Park & Ocean line omitted en- 
gines 1-4, though Issue 143 show- 
ed No. 4, 0-4-2T. It now develops 
that three of these missing engines 
may well have been Southern Pa- 
cific 20-22 used on the Southern 
California Motor Road. They were 
built by Baldwin in 1882 and were 
acquired by from the Park 
& Ocean in nfortunately 
none carried numbers in 
later years so V early history 
cannot be confirmed. The 20 be- 
came SPMW 219 and is now at 
Traveltown. The 21 became SP 
MW 220 and was scrapped in 1917. 
The 22 became SPMW 570 (lst) 
and was scrapped prior to 1929. 


The Market Street Railway 
dummies used on the Castro Street 
extension on upper Market Street 
were Baldwins built in 1880, Nos. 
1 and 2, 0-4-0T, construction num- 
bers 5004 and 5009, respectively. 

Some mystery is attached to 
two dummies built by Baldwin 
in 1877, construction numbers 
4121 and 4125, both 0-4-0T, for 
the Sutter Street Railway. Some 
say they were used on Union 
Street off of the Polk Street line, 
others on the outer end of the 
Sutter line on California Street. 


RAPID TRANSIT 
PLAN ADOPTED 


The Bay Are Rapid Transit 
Commission on Sept. 11 adopted 
the rapid transit plan outlined in 
the July issue (pg. 14) as modi- 
fied in the August issue (pg. 19) 
calling for 96 miles of trackage 
from San Francisco to Santa Ven- 
etia, Redwod City, Cutting Blvd. 
(Richmond), Pleasant Hills, and 
Hayward. The plan has been for- 
warded to the county boards of 
supervisors for consideration and 
suggestion prior to being submit- 
ted fr “final approval.” 
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COURT ACTION ON 
INTRASTATE DISPUTE 


A court action to enjoin the 
Southern Pacific from discintinu- 
ing the West Coast, El Dorado, and 
peninsula locals 155 and 156 was 
expected prior to the latest Sep- 
tember 25 deadline. The Inter- 
state Commerce Commission has 
authorized the end of these intra- 


state trains despite a California 
Public Utilities decision to the 
contrary. The ICC has twice post- 
poned the effective date of the 
orders to Sept. 
Sept. 25. 


15 and now to 


PE LINE END 


On August 29 the ICC granted 
the Paciic Electric permission to 
abandon the line between San 
Bernardino and Arrowhead 
Springs, 7.329 miles. 


BAY AREA CARS MOVED 


The Bay Area Electric cars 
(SN) 62 and (SF Muni) 178, for- 
merly stored at Yuba City, were 
moved August 13 to a new site at 
Marysville. 


STEAMER TAHOE MAY 
BE RAISED, RESTORED 


The steamer Tahoe, scuttled 20 
years ago because it was too cost- 
ly to operate, may be salvaged 
and restored to service on Lake 
Tahoe. 


The steamer, owned and oper- 
ated by the Bliss family of Glen- 
brook, was commissioned 1896. It 
measured 168 feet long, had a 17- 
foot beam, and was powered by 
twin steam engines. 

It was taken out of service in 
1934 after. the loss of a mail con- 
tract, and in 1940 was scuttled 
at a spot off Glenbrook. 
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OIL LAMPS & IRON PONIES 
by Shaw-Fisher-Harlan. The stor- 
ies of eight narrow gauge short- 
lines of the west. Covers the Nev- 
ada County Narrow Gauge, Lake 
Tahoe Railway, North Pacific 
Coast, South Pacific Coast, Sump- 
ter Valley, Ilwaco Railway, Pa- 
cific Coast, and Pajaro Valley 
Consolidated. Runs 187 pages 6x9 
in hard cover, with 8 maps, 9 
locomotive drawings, many pic- 
tures, and complete engine ros- 
ters, Deluxe edition, autographed 
by authors. $5.95 

why 

RAILROADS DOWN THE 
VALLEY by Randall V. Mills — 
A collection of histories of five 
short line railroads in the Colum- 
bia and Willamette River Valleys 
by one of the best railroad histor- 
ians of the Pacific Northwest. 
Covers the Walla Walla & Colum- 
bia River, Oregon Pacific (later 
Eugene & Eastern), Portland 
Railway Light & Power (Oregon 
City interurban), Oregon, Pacific 
& Eastern, and City of Prineville 
Railroad. It runs 151 pages on a 
6x9 format in hard cover with 29 
photos and steam and electric 
rosters of all lines. $3.50 


CABLE CAR DAYS IN SAN 
FRANCISCO by Edgar M. Kahn. 
The story of the San Francisco 
cable cars. 150 pages, 7x10, hard 
cover, many pictures. $3.50 


BONANZA RAILWAYS by 
Gilbert Kneiss. The stories of the 
pioneer railroads of California 
and Nevada. Covers the San 
Francisco & San Jose, Sacramento 
Valley Railroad, Nevada County 
Narrow Gauge, Virginia & 
Truckee, Nevada Central, and 
Eureka & Palisade. Runs 148 
pages, 7x10 in hard cover, 47 pic- 
tures, and engine rosters. Revis- 
ed edition that added the Nevada 
County Narrow Gauge. $3.50 


Order from 


BOOK DEPARTMENT 
The Western Railroader 
P.O. Box 668 
San Mateo, Calif. 
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